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Draft Speaking Points
· An estimated 15% of the world’s population have some form of disability, with close to 80% living in developing countries and in areas with high risks of natural disasters, armed conflicts and emergencies. In future we can reasonably expect these figures to grow, as the global population ages and the numbers of emergencies increase.
· Domestically, Ireland has made great progress in integrating the needs and rights of persons with disabilities into our national domestic policy and legislative framework.    We are working hard to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as soon as possible, and have recently published new legislation which will be a key step towards ratification. 
· More broadly, our National Disability Strategy guides Ireland’s ‘whole of government’ approach to ensuring the rights of persons living with a disability are reflected in all aspects of public policy. 
· Internationally, we have adopted a development policy, ‘One World, One Future’, which outlines our clear commitment to the rights of persons with disabilities and their families.  

· Under the policy, Irish Aid adopts a ‘twin-track’ approach to disability, aiming to both mainstream disability in programmes and policies as well as supporting disability-specific programmes. 

· Irish Aid has provided funding to NGOs such as Concern, Goal and Trócaire, Christian Blind Mission, Christian Aid and Self Help Africa to undertake health and human rights work that benefits people with disabilities.

· Irish Aid also provides support to the disability component of the International Labour Organisation’s ‘Decent Work Agenda’ which assists people with disability to gain decent employment.

·  Ireland has long supported the Tanzanian NGO Comprehensive Community Based Rehabilitation (CCBRT) disability hospital in Tanzania. CCBRT provides a nationwide service with a special emphasis on rural populations.

· In Mozambique, Irish Aid is supporting Concern Universal and a national organisation, FAMOD, to implement a project in Niassa province entitled “Living without Limits”.  The project has supported the creation of a workshop run by people with disabilities to construct hand bicycles and other aids for people with disabilities.  In addition, it has advocated for new government buildings to be designed to improve access by people with disabilities. 

· Ireland is also supporting the Multi Donor Trust Fund for the UN Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, working in technical partnership with Trinity College Dublin's Centre for Global Health.  Its mission is to strengthen capacities of national stakeholders, particularly governments and organisations of persons with disabilities, for effective implementation and oversight of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. The Irish contribution enables technical support to UN Country Teams to design and implement initiatives in eight countries.

· In the Post-2015 negotiations, Ireland continues to advocate for a mainstreaming approach to disability. We believe that the Sustainable Development Goals cannot be achieved unless they are achieved for everyone, including people living with disabilities.
· In the Open Working Group, Ireland consistently and successfully advocated for better and more disaggregated data to ensure that the Post-2015 agenda 'leaves no one behind'.  
· These represent just some examples of the Government’s commitment to addressing the rights of people with disabilities.  Through the implementation of One World, One Future and the associated Framework for Action,  the Irish Aid programme will continue to be strongly focused on supporting policies and programmes that eliminate exclusion, thus ensuring that the most vulnerable have access to essential services and opportunities throughout the developing world.   

